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Abstract

This study has tackled the political leadership in both Syria and Russia and
its impact on bilateral relations between the two countries during the period
2000-2014. The study also focused on the changes in the political
leadership that led to domestic reforms in addition to changes in the foreign
policies of both countries that reflected on the Syrian-Russian relations,

particularly in the military and economic fields.

The study also highlighted the political leadership in any country as it is
one of the important factor that affect political and foreign relations of that
country, through clarifying the definition of the political leadership, its
role, establishment and patterns, elements that affect them as well as the
relationship between the political leadership and international relations.
This was made after the study identified the concept of international

relations, its role players and the factor that influence them.

This study also focused on the political leadership in Syria and Russia
through following the tracks and stages that the previous leaderships
passed through, and reviewed the policies adopted by the current

leaderships in the two countries.

The study also highlighted the roots and the establishment of the Syrian-
Russian relations by shedding light on the goals of both sides which
contributed to enhancing relations between the two countries, and on the
nature of parameters and factors that affected these relations positively or

negatively.

In order to clarify the impact made by changing the political leadership on
economic and military relations between the two countries, the study

depended on national interest as an attempt to understand the foreign
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policies of the two countries, and their relations stemming from the
interests of each party which represent the ultimate and continued goal of
the foreign policies of each party. The study also focused on the foreign
policy decision making process of each side and ways to deal with foreign

policies through the decision making approach.

Finally, the study came with a main conclusion that the change of political
leadership in both Syria and Russia at the beginning of the 215 Century,
left a clear impact on the foreign policies of both countries and on their
bilateral ties. Therefore, it recommended that animosity between Russia
and the United State be used to serve the interests of Syria in particular and
the Arab countries in general and solve Arab issues through extending

bridges of confidence and boosting Arab-Russian cooperation.
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